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Alison Lawrence — Adjournment Debate 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [10.22 pm]: I rise tonight to acknowledge a long-time Kimberley 
resident and Australian Labor Party branch member, Alison Lawrence, who lost her battle with cancer today and 
passed away. Alison Lawrence has been a stalwart of the party for as long as I can remember and for as long as I 
have been involved in the north west of WA. She was one of the first contacts I made in the ALP and she has 
been a good colleague and friend to many people. She was a person who lived her life in the same way that she 
spent her last days before her death today—with much dignity and strength. In fact I saw her about two weeks 
ago at a function in Broome, and although I could see that she was ill, I could not see the severity of the illness 
because of the way and manner in which she talked. It is therefore a sad day for the Kimberley, particularly for 
Broome. It is a very sad day for her family and friends and I give my condolences to them. I intend to send this 
speech to her family to show that she has been recognised. But for the community of Broome as well she was 
passionate about teaching, passionate about children and particularly passionate about her colleagues with whom 
she worked. She was not afraid to give an opinion, even when she knew that it may cause embarrassment to her 
friends and colleagues. From a political perspective, she would always speak her mind. So I am glad that I have 
known Alison Lawrence. I am sad that she has passed away, but I know I am a better person for knowing her, 
and I regret her passing. 
 


